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The Indian Navy commissions the INS Surat, a Project 15B 
Visakhapatnam-class stealth destroyer. INS Surat is the Indian 
Navy’s first ship equipped with artificial intelligence-driven 
predictive maintenance systems. These systems monitor the 
health of critical machinery and predict potential failures before 
they occur.  

Source: Indian Defence Research Wing 

 

The Indian Navy laid the keel for the seventh ship (BY 529, 
Machilipatnam) of the anti-submarine warfare shallow water 
craft or ASW SWC project on January 29, 2025. 

Source: Press Information Bureau 

 

The cabinet committee on security approves the Indian Army's 
acquisition of ammunition worth over $1.15 billion for its 
Pinaka multi-barrel rocket launcher systems. 

Source: Economic Times 

 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
formally requests the Indian Navy to transfer an aging kilo-
class submarine for use as a testbed under Project-76. The 
initiative aims to develop and integrate new technologies for 
India's next-generation submarine class. 

Source: Indian Defence Research Wing 

 

 
 

New York-based cybersecurity firm Wiz has discovered a trove 
of sensitive data from Chinese artificial intelligence startup 
DeepSeek that was inadvertently exposed to the open internet.  

Source: Wiz Twitter 

 

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 
launched the microsystem-induced catalysis or MICA program 
to develop innovative methods for integrating molecular 
catalysts with microsystems. The program aims to harness 
physical forces generated by microsystems to enhance 
catalytic activity. 

Source: DARPA 

 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited will begin licensed production 
of the AL-55I turbojet engine to power the HJT-36 Sitara 
intermediate jet trainer. 

Source: Defence.in 
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https://idrw.org/ins-surat-indias-first-ai-enabled-warship-set-to-reduce-crew-interventions/#:~:text=INS%20Surat%2C%20part%20of%20the,potential%20failures%20before%20they%20occur
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2097441#:~:text=Keel%20Laying%20of%20the%20seventh,of%20Staff%2C%20Southern%20Naval%20Command
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/ccs-clears-armys-rs-10000-crore-pinaka-rocket-deal-solar-mil-to-manufacture/articleshow/117691432.cms?from=mdr
https://idrw.org/drdo-seeks-kilo-class-submarine-from-indian-navy-for-project-76-innovations/
https://x.com/wiz_io/status/1884707816935391703
https://www.darpa.mil/news/2025/closing-integration-gap
https://defence.in/threads/hal-prepares-to-locally-produce-al-55i-engines-for-hjt-36-sitara-trainer-1-200-hour-service-life-offers-long-term-cost-savings-for-iaf-training.12589/
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The U.S. Space Force selected ten companies, including Indian 
startup Digantara, for its prime fusion pilot accelerator 
program to fast-track technologies protecting military 
satellites from orbital threats.  

Source: Digantara Twitter 

 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully 
launched the GSLV-F15 carrying the NVS-02 from Sriharikota, 
Andhra Pradesh, marking its hundredth rocket mission. 

Source: Jitendra Singh Twitter 

 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and its 
international partners have approved the crew for Axiom 
Space’s fourth private astronaut mission to the International 
Space Station. The mission is set to launch from Florida in 
Spring 2025. 

Source: NASA 

 

A Falcon 9 rocket successfully launched SpainSat NG-I, the 
first of two next-gen Airbus-built SpainSat satellites, from 
Cape Canaveral. The satellites hope to boost communications 
capacity tenfold over the previous generation. 

Source: Airbus 

 

ISRO and the European Space Agency (ESA) sign an 
agreement to collaborate on astronaut training, mission 
implementation, and research experiments. The partnership 
also allows for joint microgravity experiments. 

Source: ISRO 

 

DRDO is developing Agni Prime, a nuclear-capable medium-
range ballistic missile. 

Source: Indian Defence Research Wing 
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https://x.com/Digantarahq/status/1884806779051151833
https://x.com/DrJitendraSingh/status/1884409343807730132
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasa-partners-to-welcome-fourth-axiom-space-mission-to-space-station/
https://www.airbus.com/en/newsroom/press-releases/2025-01-airbus-built-spainsat-ng-i-satellite-successfully-launched
https://www.isro.gov.in/ISRO-ESA_collaboration_in_microgravity_research_in_upcoming_Axiom-4_Mission.html
https://idrw.org/drdos-agni-prime-enhancing-indias-strategic-mobility-with-rail-mobile-mrbm/#:~:text=Agni%20Prime%20is%20a%20canistered,over%201%2C000%20to%202%2C000%20kilometers
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Eight Indian startups will join the India to America (I2A) 
launchpad program to explore new markets, collaborate with 
the U.S. Department of Defense and Defense Innovation Unit, 
and advance the INDUS-X defense innovation initiative.  

Source: Indusbridge Ventures 

 

Aerpace Industries Limited unveiled the aerWing, an e-vertical 
take-off and landing system powered by hybrid electricity and 
hydrogen fuel. 

Source: Aerpace 

 

SpaceFields successfully conducted the hot-firing test of its 
aerospike solid rocket engine at its propulsion test facility in 
the Indian Institute of Science's Challakere campus, 
Chitradurga. 

Source: SpaceFields Twitter 

 

Sagar Defence Engineering partners with Flowcopter to 
develop autonomous heavy-lift drones. 

Source: Sagar Defence Engineering Twitter 

 

KASFAB Tools Private Limited launches a manufacturing facility 
dedicated to building semiconductor equipment in 
Doddaballapur, Karnataka. 

Source: PR Newswire 

 

Vardhaan Lithium (I) Pvt. Ltd, in partnership with the 
Maharashtra government, will establish a lithium refinery at 
Butibori in Nagpur at a cost of $4.91 billion. 

Source: Vardhaan Lithium 

 

The JSW Group will invest $300.37 million to develop and 
operate two copper mines and a copper concentrator plant in 
Jharkhand. 

Source: Business Standard 

 

Astrome Technologies secures $10 million in funding, led by 
Appollo Fund with follow-on investments from IAN Group. The 
company will use the funds to enhance its wireless connectivity 
technologies, scale operations, expand product lines, and enter 
the satellite communication market. 

Source: IAN Group Twitter 

 

 

 

 
 

BUSINESS 

UPDATES 

https://www.indusbridgeventures.com/i2a
https://www.aerpace.com/aerwing.html
https://x.com/Space_Fields/status/1884510235798155374
https://x.com/SagarDefence/status/1882746334140375297
https://www.prnewswire.com/in/news-releases/kasfab-tools-inaugurates-indias-first-manufacturing-and-building-facility-for-semiconductor-equipment-for-global-customers-302361578.html
https://vardhaanlithium.org/media/
https://www.business-standard.com/companies/news/jsw-announces-entry-into-copper-business-with-rs-2-600-cr-investment-125012701091_1.html
https://x.com/ianetwork/status/1884152422492504311
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Economic Explosives Limited is investing $1.46 billion to 
establish a major defense and aerospace project in Nagpur. 

Source: Times of India 

 

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited is constructing a floating 
dry dock at Nhava Island near Mumbai as part of its $576.73 
million expansion plan to accommodate large ship orders. 

Source: Defence.in 

 

Hanwha Ocean is actively seeking partnerships with Indian 
shipyards to expand its shipbuilding and repair operations. 

Source: Defence.in 

 

Star Air plans to launch an aircraft maintenance, repair, and 
overhaul business through a joint venture to service regional 
and business jet fleets. 

Source: Economic Times 

 

BonV Aero achieves a milestone by joining the UK Ministry of 
Defence's unmanned aerial systems heavy lift capability 
framework. The inclusion strengthens its position as a global 
player in the heavy-lift drone sector and paves the way for 
international defense collaborations. 

Source: Indian Defence Research Wing 

 

Adani Defence starts the low-rate initial production of its long-
range glide bomb or LRGB, GAURAV. 

Source: Adani Defence 

 

 

President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
discussed enhancing cooperation and regional security in the 
Indo-Pacific, Middle East, and Europe over a phone call. The 
leaders also expressed their commitment to strengthening the 
U.S.-India strategic partnership and Quad alliance.  

Source: White House 

 

U.S. President Donald Trump signes an executive order 
initiating plans for an iron dome for America, an advanced air 
defense system for the United States. 

Source: White House 

 

Secretary of defense Pete Hegseth assumed his new role after 
securing Senate confirmation. 

Source: U.S. Department of Defense 
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/economic-explosives-signs-over-rs12700-crore-mou-at-davos-for-defence-aerospace/articleshow/117467291.cms
https://defence.in/threads/mdl-building-indias-largest-floating-dry-dock-at-nhava-island-aiming-to-double-output-completion-expected-by-year-end.12510/
https://defence.in/threads/south-korean-hanwha-ocean-explores-indian-shipyards-seeking-to-offload-overflowing-order-book-and-forge-strategic-partnership.12552/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/airlines-/-aviation/star-air-to-enter-into-aircraft-mro-business-with-jv-partner/articleshow/117606279.cms
https://idrw.org/bonv-aero-joins-uk-defence-framework-to-advance-global-heavy-lift-drone-capabilities/
https://www.adanidefence.com/missiles
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/01/readout-of-president-donald-j-trumps-call-with-prime-minister-modi-of-india/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/the-iron-dome-for-america/
https://x.com/DeptofDefense/status/1883262780893212692
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Secretary of defense Pete Hegseth announced the creation of 
a task force to strengthen a merit-based military in a 
memorandum sent to U.S. military leaders. 

Source: U.S. Department of Defense 

 

The Trump administration has launched a voluntary buyout 
program for federal employees to streamline U.S. government 
operations and reduce costs. 

Source: U.S. Office of Personnel Management 

 

The union cabinet, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
approved the National Critical Mineral Mission or NCMM with 
$1.88 billion in funding and an expected $2.07 billion 
investment from public sector undertakings. 

Source: Press Information Bureau 

 

The Directorate General of Shipping and the Centre for 
Development of Advanced Computing sign a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to enhance the maritime sector through 
technology, collaboration, and innovation. 

Source: Press Information Bureau 

 

The union government has engaged RITES Ltd, through the 
state-owned Visakhapatnam Port Authority, to conduct a 
technical study for developing a maritime cluster at 
Dugarajapatnam, as suggested by the Andhra Pradesh 
government. The cluster will include a port, shipbuilding 
facility, and port-led industries. 

Source: ET Infra 

 

On January 30, 2025, secretary of defense Pete Hegseth spoke 
with South Korea's acting minister of national defense Kim 
Seon-ho in an introductory call. They discussed the security 
situation on the Korean Peninsula and reaffirmed the strength 
of the U.S.-South Korea alliance. 

Source: U.S. Indo-Pacific Command 

 

Admiral Muhammad Ali, chief of staff of the Indonesian Navy, 
and admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi, chief of the naval staff, held 
bilateral discussions to strengthen maritime cooperation. 

Source: Press Information Bureau 

 

The Indian Coast Guard and the Indonesia Coast Guard 
renewed their MoU on maritime safety and security 
cooperation for three more years during the second high-level 
meeting in New Delhi on January 27, 2025. 

Source: Press Information Bureau 

 

 

https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4047592/defense-secretary-directs-creation-of-task-force-to-restore-americas-fighting-f/
https://www.opm.gov/fork
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2097309
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2096078
https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/amp/news/ports-shipping/andhra-govt-suggests-dugarajapatnam-for-developing-a-shipbuilding-and-port-cluster/117588436
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/4050335/readout-of-secretary-of-defense-pete-hegseths-call-with-republic-of-korea-actin/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2096689
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2097082
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The European Union has proposed deploying a liaison officer at 
the Information Fusion Center – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-
IOR) in Gurugram. Established by the Indian Navy, the IFC-
IOR serves as a hub for monitoring maritime activities and 
enhancing cooperation among partner nations to strengthen 
security in the Indian Ocean. 

Source: Defence.in 

 

 

Supernova Industries Corp secures a $2 million contract to 3D 
print military-grade energetic materials in a pilot program 
aimed at strengthening the U.S. defense industrial base.  

Source: Supernova 

 

Speegle Construction Inc. secures a $13.1 million contract to 
construct a projectile penetration research facility. 

Source: U.S. Department of Defense 

 

Linquest Corp. receives a $970 million contract for 
collaborative engineering and digital development. The 
contract will operationalize digital engineering and decision 
support techniques required to collect, analyze, and visualize 
data. 

Source: U.S. Department of Defense 

 

Collins Aerospace secures a contract with a potential for up to 
$904 million over five years to continue development of the 
U.S. Navy's cooperative engagement capability. The system 
integrates sensors across surface, land, and air platforms to 
enable integrated fire controls. 

Source: RTX 
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https://defence.in/threads/eu-eyes-increased-indian-ocean-security-presence-proposing-liaison-officer-at-indias-maritime-fusion-center-ifc-ior-in-gurugram.12560/
https://defense.supernova3d.com/supernova-awarded-2m-contract-to-3d-print-military-grade-energetic-materials/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Contracts/Contract/Article/4048633/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Contracts/Contract/Article/4049800/
https://www.rtx.com/news/news-center/2025/01/29/rtxs-collins-aerospace-awarded-cooperative-engagement-capability-design-agent-co
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IndUS Tech Council (IndUS Tech) is a Washington D.C. and New 
Delhi-based organization focused on accelerating U.S.-India 
technology collaboration, innovation, and investments. IndUS Tech’s  
mission is to position the U.S.-India technology ecosystem for global 
innovation through thought leadership, policy advocacy, and 
facilitating collaborative partnerships between the two nations’ 
private sectors. 
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